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BESPOAK

FURNITURE & JOINERY

ENDURING CRAFTSMANSHIP, HAND-CRAFTED IN THE HEART OF DEVON

Nestled in the heart of the Devon countryside, Bespoak
Furniture and Joinery brings your visions to life through
exquisite custom-built furniture and purpose-made joinery.

Every project is crafted with dedication and precision in our charming,
converted farm buildings, where inspiration flows from our surroundings
into each unique piece we create.

From custom staircases to grand entryways, each piece is a reflection
of our passion for traditional craftsmanship and modern elegance.

Contact us today for a FREE, no obligation quotation

enquiries@bespoakjoinery.com 01837 680 030
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WINTER 2024

By far the most time and work this year, undertaken by the committee of The
Winkleigh Society, has been the sorting out and bedding in of the several changes
that we have undertaken for our quarterly journal Distinctly Winkleigh. With a new
editor [Peter Hopkinson] and printing company and paying for a graphic designer
to check the adverts this has involved detailed checking and cross referencing
with our local businesses as we bed in a whole new system. Angela Findlay has
picked up the baton of treasurer from Rachel Goldsworthy. Philip Griffiths has taken
on advertising liaison and has put in a deal of work contacting and liaising with
established and new enterprises.

Supporting business and village enterprises is a key part of what the Winkleigh
Society does, hence the concentration on advertising. Distinctly Winkleigh is the
flagship product of The Winkleigh Society [founded in 2001] and the range of stories
we cover in our magazine reflect the founding principles of The Winkleigh Society;
interest in local history, architecture, landscape and wildlife.

In Winkleigh and Hollocombe we have our local heroes, movers and shakers,
young and old and we invite you to send in your stories so that Distinctly Winkleigh
covers our evolving story, landscape and local heroes. We would also welcome you
on the committee. It has been fascinating uncovering the story behind the recent
archaeology investigations at Winkleigh; hence our prominent feature of the Anglo-
Romano settlement in this edition brought to life by visualisations from the artist
Mark Gidley.

Featuring stories about landscape, history, architecture, traditions and culture
sums up what we do in the Society, perhaps best illustrated by the Remembrance
ceremony we host annually on the airfield.

The poem ‘High Flight’ by John Gillespie Magee, which is always read out
by an officiating Canadian (RCAF) officer at the airfield ceremony, is universally
acknowledged as the aviator’s poem. Magee’s story is a remarkable one.

Pevny Driggittis and Plongounel Jlliller
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TO OUR WINTER EDITION

As | write this, Christmas is fast approaching and the usual heated discussions are
taking place as to when is the earliest date to put the tree up and turn the Christmas
lights on. I think the Christmas Fair which takes place this year on Saturday
December 7th in the Village Square from 6pm will mark the start of Christmas for
me and Tania. | hope the weather is kinder to the Christmas Fair than it was to the
Winkleigh Fair when it just rained and rained!

Thank you to all those who have generously given their time this year to
the writing, liaising with our advertisers, proofreading and distributing the 4
issues of Distinctly Winkleigh into the homes and businesses of Winkleigh and
Hollocombe. Many thanks also to those businesses that have supported us with the
advertisements that have generated the money to pay our designer and printer. |
hope that what we collectively have produced meets with our readers’ approval.

Following on from the above like Oliver Twist can we please have some more?
We are looking for volunteers who can spare a few hours to help the magazine with
feature writing and advertising and The Winkleigh Society is looking for a Deputy
Honorary Treasurer. If you are interested and want to know more please give either
me (07770 821752) or our Chair, Penny Giriffiths (01837 83407), a call.

We welcome contributed articles so please don’t be shy and email them to me.
Copy dates for 2025 are 28/2 for the spring issue, 30/5 for the summer issue, 29/8
for the autumn issue and 7/11 for the winter issue.

Have a wonderful, peaceful Christmas and | hope 2025 is a good one for all of us.

Peter Flsphoingm

Editor - peter@hoppy.biz
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PRESS SNIPPETS

NORTH DEVON JOURNAL. Aug 15

Torridge District Council is collaborating
with the Northern Devon Railway
Development Alliance which has replaced
The Tarka Rail Association. The success
of the Okehampton Line has prompted
councillors to improve the connectivity
of Torridge and establish a new rail link
between Bideford and Barnstaple.

OKEHAMPTON TIMES: October 10

Devon and Cornwall’s acting chief
constable Jim Cornwell is unhappy with
the number of calls from the public to
the police that are abandoned. Nearly
2.000 people a day contact Devon and
Cornwall. 18 months ago seven out of
ten callers hung up. Now the waiting
times has reduced from 40 minutes

to five but Jim Cornwell has pledged
continued improvements.

THE MOORLANDER: Sept 27

The lowest count ever of butterflies

has been recorded by the Butterfly
conservation charity. A reduction of 50%
since last year. The charity is so alarmed
it has declared a butterfly emergency.
The charity has renewed its calls to

ban neo-nicotinoid pesticides with no
exceptions.

NORTH DEVON JOURNAL: Oct 10

Allison Homes has officially ‘broken
ground’ on the second phase of
their Development for 75 houses
off Hatherleigh Road. Shaun Hicks
operations director trumpets the
introduction of advanced energy
efficiency features such as air source
heat pumps.

Penny gyt
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TO JOIN THE TEAM OF WINKLEIGH’S POPULAR QUARTERLY MAGAZINE

(OUR VOLUNTEER) ROLE TO INCLUDE
Liaising with loyal advertisers and developing new.
Working with our volunteer editorial and administration team.
The position is key to the continuing success of our village magazine.

INTERESTED? GET IN TOUCH

PENNY GRIFFITHS (Chair, The Winkleigh Society)
01837 83407 | penelopegriffiths@gmail.com

PETER HOPKINSON (DW Editor) 07770 821752 | peter@hoppy.biz




WINKLEIGH

Forcsh Cbrnchr Yews

By the time you read this, Christmas preparations will be in full swing. As | write

this, the shops are already full of mince-pies (and have been since about August)),
along with tempting goodies and gift ideas for everyone from Granny to the dog.
Some people may be sitting at home munching through their mince pies, content

in the knowledge that all gifts are purchased, wrapped and labelled. Others are still
wondering what to get their nearest and dearest and hoping that something suitable
will still be available on Christmas Evel

Whatever your organisational approach to Christmas the giving and receiving of
gifts plays an important part. In the run up to Christmas a child’s wish list to Father
Christmas gets ever longer, whilst grown-ups wonder if they are going to get another
pair of hideous socks again. Gift giving is a stressful business — the right gift for the
person, within budget and hoping that they will love it when they receive it.

But gift giving, whether that gift is large or small, is an opportunity to show those
around us how much we love and care for them. A chance to show our appreciation
for their role in our lives and how much they mean to us.

Gift giving is a long-held tradition, probably modelled on the gifts the Magi brought
to the infant Jesus. These were precious and extravagant gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh. Not the normal gifts given to a baby but ones which highlighted his
importance as God’s most precious gift for the world — his Son. The most precious
of gifts, the babe in the manger, would grow into the man who taught, healed and
preached. Jesus would ultimately die on the cross and rise again to show people
God’s love for them no matter who they were or what their circumstances in life.

Jesus is the ultimate gift which gives the world the gifts of hope, peace and love. It
is these gifts which the world needs now as much as it did that first Christmas. Gifts
which we can all share and pass on to others regardless of our beliefs. Gifts which
show people that they are important whether they are friend or stranger. The gifts of
hope, peace and love light up the darkness of the world and create a better place
for all. So, whatever you choose to give this Christmas, share that hope, peace and
love with those around you.

All are welcome to join us at any of our services and especially over the Christmas
period as we celebrate the birth of Jesus.

May the peace, love and hope of the Christ child be with you and all those you
love this Christmas.

Revd Fteten Goine

01837 83710 or revhelenblaine@outlook.com



WHAT’S GOING ON at Winkleigh Methodist Church?
Chriglinag gervices

15th December 4pm 24th December 25th December 9.30am

Nine Lessons and 5pm Crib Service
Carols by Candlelight 11:30pm Midnight Mass

Christmas Day
Eucharist

Where has the year gone? Here we are in the season of Advent, approaching
Christmas rapidly.

The season of Advent, a time of preparation. Most of us think of it as a time to be
shopping, writing cards, making cakes and puddings, buying gifts, getting ready for
the BIG day.

Within the Church it’'s a time to celebrate and anticipate the coming of Jesus into the
world. At Winkleigh Methodist, along with many other churches, we have an Advent
wreath kindly made up by one of our members, of four candles around the perimeter
and one central candle. We light the candles, one each week, on the four Sundays
leading up to Christmas day. Most of us are familiar with an advent calendar, a
countdown to Christmas. An Advent wreath is the same idea, but it helps us take time
to reflect on certain themes each week.

The first Sunday of Advent this year will be on December 1st and we will be lighting
the candle of HOPE. Our service that day at 11am will be led by someone from our
own church fellowship.

The second Sunday’s service on December 8th at 11am will be led by our minister
Chris Jackson and we will be lighting the candle of PEACE.

On the third Sunday, we will be lighting the candle of JOY. Mr Gary Yates will be our
preacher and this will be on December 15th at 11am.

The fourth Sunday’s service on 22nd Dec at 6:30pm will be our special “BIG SING”.
We will light the candle of LOVE and enjoy festive nibbles and drinks at the end.

The fifth candle which sits in the centre of the Advent wreath is known as the ‘Christ
candle’. It will be lit at our Christmas morning service which is at 10.30am, funnily
enough on Christmas day.

So as you carry out your usual preparations for Christmas, why not take some time
out of the busyness to consider God’s hope, peace, joy and love and the present He
gave the world by sending Jesus Christ.
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The Western Rising of 1549 or The
Prayer Book rebellion [as it is more
commonly known] was a determined
attempt by West country people to resist
the Protestant Reformation of the boy
King Edward VI and the many changes it
brought to their lives .

In October 1549 this tumultuous time
severely rattled The King’s Protector the
Duke of Somerset. He sent reinforcements
to free the city of Exeter which was under
siege from the Cornish and to brutally
suppress any leaders of rebellions
throughout Devon and Cornwall.

This West Country uprising
was brought to vivid life by Sarah
Dickenson and community cast at The
Northcott Theatre in October. Original
music played and sung by a local choir
and musicians added drama and menace
as they recounted the story of the West
Country rebels who defied royal orders. It
was a triumph of an ensemble production
that had the packed audience on its feet
stamping and cheering its appreciation.

THE BACKGROUND. The Duke of
Somerset had assumed the title of King’s
Protector as Henry VIII's heir, Edward,
was only nine when he became King. The
Duke was determined to push through
the full blown Protestant Reformation
and promptly set about zealously wiping
out any vestiges of Catholicism. This
included forcing priests to say prayers
in English and use the newly translated
Book of Common Prayer. This is what got
the Cornish marching up to lay siege to
Exeter. They did not speak 'Saxonage’
and were very aggrieved that their
language was being ignored.

When the new prayer book was
introduced in Sampford Courtenay the
locals refused to accept it and the
priest agreed. Somerset was unnerved
at the number and spread of so many

protests in Devon and Cornwall.

He denounced them as rebels and
sent up reinforcements led by Lord
Russell who had many rebels publicly
executed including the priest from
Sampford Courtenay.

There were pitched battles throughout
the West Country as locals banded
together to prevent Somerset’s armed
men from entering their churches to
smash the stained glass windows,
whitewash the highly decorated walls
and smash or steal the precious icons
and statues.

This would have happened at
Winkleigh and this iconaclastic scene
was acted out in the Pageant of
Winkleigh History that was performed
on the school field in 1997. It involved
Winkleigh Morris Dancers and
musicians, Winkleigh Ballet Club,
Winkleigh Primary school choir
accompanied by the headmaster,
village actors and the Parish group that
produced The Winkleigh Book. Artist
Mick Lye drew the illustrations for the
book of Winkleigh’s own community
drama; Painting Pictures with People.



Phoenix Learning and Care provides
tailored education for Key Stage 2 to Key
Stage 4 pupils with Special Educational
Needs and Disabilities, including those with
Social, Emotional, and Mental Health
challenges, Autism, or specific learning
disabilities.

At Acorn School, every child is valued and supported. We focus on creating an
inclusive, compassionate environment where students can overcome
challenges and reach their full potential.

Our bespoke curriculum blends academic, social, and vocational learning to
help each pupil thrive.

If you're passionate about supporting young people, consider joining our
team and making a difference at Acorn School.

Due to our success and growth, we
also have a number of vacancies.
Scan the QR code to learn more.



From your

District Councillor

Sitting at home having just completed an
online Speed Awareness Course | have
been reminded of the disproportionate
impact a very small increase in speed
can cause. During the course there was
much discussion of 30 vs 20mph in built-
up areas and the confusion that differing
speed limits within in the same area
can cause. Having also driven recently
in several villages in Somerset where
a village-wide 20mph limit has been
introduced | must admit that as a “quick”
driver my view has now changed and |
firmly believe the village should apply to
adopt a 20mph speed limit throughout
the built-up area apart from on the
A3124. There will always be differing
opinions - often strongly held - however
the statistics in favour of the lower limit
in built-up areas are overwhelming.

Our in-house company that now
run Torridge’s leisure centres, Active
Torridge, has had an impressive start
following the failure of the previous
private contractor two years ago.
Memberships, usage and “reach”
amongst the community have all
increased and they are now also taking

over the old library in Bideford Town
Hall to set up a gym and fitness centre
there in addition to the three swimming
pools that they currently run. TDC

have recently agreed to extend Active
Torridge’s contract for a further five
years and future plans include “reach
out” to population centres like Winkleigh
to help local sports and fitness facilities.

Torridge have also announced the
latest edition of the Household Support
Fund — details of which can be found
on the TDC website or on Facebook.
The fund can assist with a broad range
of household requirements for those
in need so please pass the word to
anyone you think may qualify.

As always, please get in touch if there is
anything | can do to help concerning the
village or District. Do also consider coming
to Winkleigh Parish Council meetings
(Community Centre, 7Z.30pm on the 4th
Wednesday of the month) and take an
interest in what’s happening in our village!

Councillor Simon Newton MBE
07943 830220
Councillor.newton@torridge.gov.uk

Electrical Contractors




Our Devon County

Councillor writes...

It is a pleasure to be writing for Distinctly
Winkleigh once again and it has been a
busy time at DCC, both at County Hall
and here in Winkleigh.

First, on local matters, as ever highways
issues continue to form the main bulk
of my work in the Parish. Since my last
article, Eggesford Road and Bude Hill
have now seen patching and resurfacing
work carried out ahead of surface
dressing in the summer of next year.

These roads have long been on my
priority list and although we were able
to get some extensive patching done on
the Eggesford Road section in 2021, this
was always something of a temporary
measure ahead of a more permanent
scheme which, having now been done,

should keep the road in good condition
for the next decade.

We have also seen further serviceability
patching done in the village along Castle
Street, Barnstaple Street, Torrington Road
and Townsend Hill, and alongside this
Highways have also been trailing a new
method called ‘Elastomac’. This is a new
material, made from recycled products,
which welds itself to the road and seals,
preventing water ingress. This product
has been tried out on Church Hill and,
while | have seen Elastomac tried out to
good effect in other areas, the finishing
does unfortunately look quite rough and
visually unappealing to the naked eye.
Nevertheless, given the limited budgets
for resurfacing, | would rather us try a

e Class 4 + 7 MOT Station
e Servicing & Repairs
e Four Wheel Alignment

¢ Petrol & Diesel sales

* Flogas Gas Cylinder Stockist

e Shop

01837 83334 ¢ info@middevonmotor.uk

www.middevonmotor.co.uk




new treatment to see how it works than
do nothing and leave a road just to
deteriorate.

Turning to Townsend Hill, over the
Autumn Highways have been conducting
speed check surveys at the top of the
road to collect data and see how the
new traffic calming measures and 20
mph speed limit has been working. Two
surveys were done in September (from
3pm-3.45pm) and October (from 10am-
10.50am), with readings taken from 100
vehicles on both occasions to ensure a
reasonable sample size.

The average mean speed recorded
was 18mph in September and 19mph
in October. On both occasions, the
highest maximum speed recorded was
28mph, and the lowest 12mph. The
officers carrying out the survey were
also not wearing ‘bright’ clothing and
the readings were taken covertly. | know
| have had some representations from
residents concerned about speed on
Townsend Hill, even after the recent
changes. We will continue to monitor
speed and traffic here, but | hope
readers are reassured by these figures.

Turning to pan-DCC matters, the main
development since my last article is that
| can now confirm that the Government
has given the green light to Devon’s
Devolution Deal and will implement
the Deal negotiated with the previous
Government.

The Deal which had been negotiated
will see a whole raft of powers,
responsibilities and funding devolved to
Devon and Torbay from Whitehall — and
will allow us to make important decisions
about the future of Devon on how we
improve jobs, skills, housing, and the
environment, at a much more local level
than from a desk in London.

As | have previously reported, this
Deal will see the transfer of Adult
Education to Devon and Torbay, with
the aim of creating up to 50,000 new

training and retraining opportunities by
2030. We know that improving skills
and training for our young people in
Winkleigh and Torrington Rural is a
key priority for us locally, and this new
Devolution settlement should help us
with that.

The Government has re-confirmed the
transfer of £16 million capital funding to
invest in new ‘green’ jobs, homes, skills,
and business growth. There will also be
a focus on the environment and how
we can capitalise on Devon'’s science
and technology sectors as we continue
to reduce carbon emissions and move
towards net-zero.

In order to implement the Devolution
Settlement, a new Devon and Torbay
‘County Combined Authority’ (CCA)
is legally required to be created to
assume responsibility for new funds
and powers transferred by Government
from Whitehall. The CCA will be run
by a committee of Council Leaders
and representatives from Devon and
Torbay, and while there will be some
administrative costs, these are funded
by the Government. | do want to stress
this is not about creating some vast new
bureaucracy. So, it is interesting if not
even exciting times ahead for Devon. |
have always thought that the Devolution
Deal would be the start of a journey
for us and that over time we will see
more Government powers devolved
down to us and that is and should be a
good thing for Devon and for us here in
Winkleigh and Torrington Rural.

As we approach the festive season,
| would like to wish all readers and
everyone in Winkleigh a Happy
Christmas and a peaceful and
prosperous New Year. As ever, if there
are any DCC issues you'd like to
raise with me you can contact me on
Facebook on [f clirsaywell, ring
07886 446560 or email
andrew.saywell@devon.gov.uk.
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Winkleigh Parish Council

Dear Parishioners,

Greetings and good wishes to you alll  hope you are all well and enjoying the
season of warm hearths. Much has been happening on the Parish Council these
past few months as usual, which we hope represents a balance of inward reflection
and outreach. We have been working on our policies and trying to make the
structure of the PC more accessible and comprehensible (for us and you!). To which
end we will shortly be releasing a full schematic of our working groups and hopes
for the future; how we want to get things done going forward, so to speak. It is not
some kind of grand unveiling, just something that has been needed for a while

and which we think we have made progress on. We are aware that without getting
the basics right, we cannot hope to reach the targets we have set ourselves with
projects that are already underway, such as our tentative hopes to get a shuttle bus
service running from Winkleigh to Eggesford station. Which would be a great help to
us all | think!

We are also hoping to put together a ‘Village Trail’, if there is the interest, which
will involve a digitally guided walk around the Village with historical information
offered online. Furthermore, our project on setting up Parish Awards is continuing
quite well, and the process of overhauling our working groups has been in part
informed by this. Please do look to our website — or talk to a Councillor — for more
information on this.

Christmas is not far away, and with it comes the Council’s holiday month of
December, but this does not mean we will be inactive. Look out for us at the
Christmas Fair, where we will have a stall run by Councillors. We hope we may even
be able to convince some of you to think about joining us. We have a few spaces on
the PC now and could do with help on ensuring this Parish remains as community
minded as possible with all the rapid changes that are happening in our little slice of
Eden. I may even be able to tempt Clir Goldsworthy into the cold to run the stall, but
given he’s coalfired himself the wintry months do prove troublesome for his bones.

As | have said before, we are here, and we are doing our best with the limited
resources at our disposal. Do please come along to our meetings in the new year, it
makes it so much more interactive.

Best wishes and Merry Christmas in advance!

That'’s all for now from your Vice-Chair,



Ron Peachey

s 1s the third and final instalment of the memowr of Ron Peachey

who was evacuated to Winkleigh from London during WW2 where
he lwed with Mrs Mary Reynolds in a cottage on Church Hill. It was

Living in Winkleigh there was no sign
of a war going on, except that the local
Home Guard climbed to the top of the
Church tower every month or so to make
sure there were no Germans sneaking in
across the fields! Also, one night a bomb
dropped in a field some way out of the
village and everyone trooped out to look
at the hole in the ground. That was the
closest the war came.

The vicar, Jack Way, was a really nice
chap. We had to go to church twice
on Sundays, the morning service, then
Sunday school in the afternoon and
chapel in the evening with Mary. One of
my jobs was pumping the church organ
at the morning service. | worked out a
deal with the vicar so that | could do the
pumping for any weddings and funerals.
It was a good excuse to miss school
some afternoons. He soon got me
ringing the single bell for matins, then
for a time | was an altar boy. The church
fete was held every year at the vicarage,
almost opposite the school, with big
gardens. A local farmer put his sheep in

Surst published in “It’s Living Hustory wsn’t 1t?”

there before the fete to cut the grass.

When | had been there about a year it
was decided (not by me) that it was time
| started to earn my keep. | had grown
out of all recognition from the weedy
little lad of only a year ago. | was big
and tough for my age. Most of this was
due to Mary’s good food, fresh air and
many fights in the playground with the
locals who thought we were a bunch
of London weaklings. Once we had
sorted that out some real friendships
developed.

My first job of the day was delivering
milk, Mr Thomas had a dairy right at the
bottom of the village. Every morning
after he had milked the cows | loaded
up two churns. One on each handlebar
of an old fashioned bike, and pushed
it all over the place delivering the milk.
The customers would leave a jug on
the doorstep and | filled them up with
dippers from the churns. One winter
morning | got stuck on a patch of ice
going up the hill. | had to wait there
until someone came up to help me, the




bike and milk were so heavy | could not
move. My other main job was working
for the butcher, Mr London. My job was
to keep the shop clean and deliver the
orders round the village. One day one
of his daughters said she would teach
me to ride the bicycle | had found in

the shed at the back of the shop. We
had lessons in the lane by the shop that
leads to the church. | mastered it after a
few falls and the first ride around to the
pub. | thought it was wonderful! | was
told to consider the bike mine and | was
so proud of it, even if it was years old,
rusty and had a big delivery basket on
the front. Mr London was pleased as this
extended my delivery range. | rode for
miles on that old bike and loved every
minute of it.

When Mr London retired, a Mr Adams
took over the shop with this wife. He
was quite young, tall with a big mop of
curly black hair. By this time | must have
been about eleven and my work in the
shop increased. | started to help serve
customers, do the display in the window
and mix all the stuff for sausages. We
had a big tin bath out in the back and
we used to mix the sausage meat with
a big wooden paddle. | worked in the
shop most nights after school and all
day Saturdays. | don’t know how much |
got paid as the wages from all my jobs
went direct to Mary to help look after us.
Greg’s parents helped out with money
and sent food parcels when they could.

We had a good life, everybody knew

everyone else, and the village was much
smaller than it is now. The summers
were hot and there was a general air of
well being about the whole place. There
were a great many tears when we were
due to leave Winkleigh. | even asked
Jack Way, the vicar, if | could be adopted
by someone in the village, but we all

had to leave. | returned home with much
regret but have always thought of myself
as a Winkleigh boy.

RAY SQUIRE CONTRACTING

WINKLEIGH
Hay-Making « Grass Mowing ¢ Turning * Rowing Up

Small Bale Baling * Round Bale Baling (Net-Wrap)
Round Bale Wrapping * Flail Topping * Hedge Trimming
Muck-Spreading  Chain Harrowing ¢ Rolling

GIVE US ACALL 07912 316 679
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Adam-Cden

Cree Care

A friendly, family run company aiming to provide a range of high guality arboricultural services to
our customers trees.

Services include:

Tree Removals / Dismantles

Tree pruning, reductions, thinning, shaping and dead wood removal
Hedge trimming

Stump grinding

Tree planting

All work is insured to £5miillion, complies with relevant British standards and is carried out by
appropriately trained and equipped protessional arborists

CALL NOW for friendly, professional advice and to arrange a Free no abligatian quote

@

Check us out on facebook and instagram: @adamofedentrees

TEL: 07398268877
Email: adamofedentrees@gmail.com
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from ‘Ode to a Chestnut’ by Pablo Neruda

Castanea sativa - the sweet chestnut is
not directly related to the familiar horse
chestnut (Aesculus hippocastanum).

Sweet Chestnut is instead in the
Beech family (family Fagacea - beech
are Fagus sylvatica). Looking at
the seeds of all three will show the
differences. The spikier casings of the
edible Fagacea seeds usually contain
multiple seeds, where the rounded
conker case usually has a single round
inedible soapy nut. The leaves differ too
with the horse chestnuts having palmate
(like a hand) divided leaves, and sweet
chestnuts having toothed edged large
single leaves.

None of the three trees are native in
Devon, the nearest is the Beech which
is native in South East Wales and South
East England. Sweet chestnuts though
are supposedly a Roman introduction
(there is little scientific evidence to
confirm this) and are originally native
to southern Europe. The oldest known
sweet chestnut is in Sicily, with a
circumference of 190 foot it is estimated
to be between 2,000 and 4,000 years
old. In the UK they are expected to reach
up to 700 years which reach seed/nut
bearing maturity at about 25 years.

The idea of it being introduced by
the Romans is likely based in the fact
the Romans used sweet chestnuts to
make a rich flour. The starchy nuts are
a good source of vitamin C (unusual
for a nut) and vitamin B and various
minerals (including iron, potassium and
magnesium).

The ‘sativum’ part of the name means
cultivated, sown or planted, (as distinct
from wild growing) in practice it usually is
attached to plants with health benefits.

A good tree guide will make it easy
to identify the shiny long tooth edged
leaves, and the spiky seed cases which
turn from green to light brown when
they are ripe. Realistically by this time
of year most nuts are probably already
harvested by people or squirrels, but
fortunately they are usually available
in shops in winter so we can enjoy the
benefits whether raw, or cooked, whole
or as flour or puree, in savoury or sweet
meals. Surely the favorite though is fire
roasted, in their shells, outdoors making
a toasty hand warmer as well as a tasty
snack at a winter fayre or party.

Do Cotpey
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GARDEN
NOTES

Seed saving
with the
right plants

Do Cotrey

Seed saving is the root of intentional
cultivation: Choosing the best producing
and tastiest versions of plants from this
year to supply your seeds for next year.
This can still be worth doing, sometimes
this will give versions of plants which are
just that bit better to adapting to local
conditions, and with the most desirable
qualities. Often the transport resilience
and shelf life is a priority feature of
supermarket varieties so home grown
can focus on good flavour, generous size
or other personal preferences. It also
helps keep gardening accessible and
a sociable and community connected
activity when people save seeds not only
for their own use but to exchange with
neighbours and other locals at organised
seed swaps.

Because seed production is generally
a form of sexual reproduction, genes
of both parents mix, creating a new
individual (compared to cuttings
which are genetically identical
clones). Species examples of plants
(where the name is just Genus and
Species eg: Phaseolus lunatus - the
butter bean) will likely produce very
similar offspring when open pollinated,
when a number of plants are planted
together reducing the chance of
other species cross pollinating with
them. However, named cultivars are
very distinct individuals which are

produced by two specific different plants
hybridising, when that plant reproduces
again it makes an F2 hybrid which will
potentially lose any special features.

Plants protected by PBR (plant
breeders rights) are protected by law
from having seeds saved, though so long
as you don’t pass them to anyone else
you could be seen to be following the
“farm saved seed exemption” (following
the principles of seed sovereignty).

With potatoes it is always better to
grow certified seed potatoes as the
risks of disease with using seed saved
or supermarket potatoes could fill your
soil with potato pathogens for years to
come just from one bad idea. This is
why “volunteer” potatoes, left overs from
last years crop, are carefully removed
on farms. If you do grow from local
potatoes it is best to keep them in a
container so the soil they are in can be
isolated if they show signs of disease.

Whilst different plants require different
seed treatment to make them fertile,
or some such as trees may not reach
maturity for a few decades, which is
all a matter of choice whether to save
seeds or not, there is one family of plants
which it is not advisable to save seed
from: Cucurbit family. Cucurbita are
the squashes and courgettes can cross
pollinate very freely with others in their
wide family and when they do can show



reversion to the wild plant. Whether it
is your ornamental gourd fertilising the
acorn squash, or the Melons hybridising
with the courgettes, it is less about them
being less excellent plants, more that
they risk producing higher levels of the
bitter toxic cucurbitacins which the wild
plants defend themselves with. Whilst
they do have a more bitter flavour you
can try to avoid, people have been
killed by eating these in curries which
mask the poison.

However if what you want is locally
adapted, generic seed for different
species of flowers or vegetables, herbs
or salad, you really could do far worse
than to attend a seed swap, either with
or without your own contribution.

DECEMBER

« Check your winter protection
structures are still securely in place

« Check that greenhouse heaters
are working

- Insulate outdoor taps and prevent
ponds from freezing

- Prune open-grown apples and
pears (but not those trained
against walls)

- Prune acers, birches and vines
before Christmas to avoid
bleeding

« Harvest leeks, parsnips, winter
cabbage, sprouts and remaining
root crops

» Deciduous trees and shrubs can
still be planted and transplanted

- Take hardwood cuttings

- Keep mice away from stored
produce

- Reduce watering of houseplants

« Check all xmas plants are safe for
any animal companions you have
(no lilies around cats, careful to
avoid your dog eating mistletoe)

» Save clean and safely store seeds
for spring swaps.

JANUARY

« Recycle your Christmas tree by
shredding it for mulch

» Clean pots and greenhouses ready
for spring

» Dig over any vacant plots that have
not been dug already

« Disperse worm casts in lawns

Inspect stored tubers of Dahlia,

Begonia and Canna for rots or

drying out

» Prune apple and pear trees (ideal

time for restorative pruning of

overgrown orchards)

Start forcing rhubarb

« Plan your vegetable crop rotations

for the coming season

Keep putting out food and water for

hungry birds

FEBRUARY

- Find your local seed swaps and
bring along your own saved seeds to
share and discover new plants

- (Do not harvest cucurbit seeds for
second generation plants, they can
revert to toxic strains)

« Prepare vegetable seed beds, and

SOW some vegetables under cover

Chit potato tubers (best bought from

registered suppliers to avoid serious

risks of disease)

Protect blossom on apricots,

nectarines and peaches

Net fruit and vegetable crops to

keep the birds off

» Prune winter-flowering shrubs that

have finished flowering

Divide bulbs such as snowdrops,

and plant those that need planting ‘in

the green’

« Prune Wisteria / hardy evergreen
hedges and renovate overgrown
deciduous hedges

« Prune conservatory climbers such as
bougainvillea

« Cut back deciduous grasses left
uncut over the winter, remove dead
grass from evergreen grasses
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Airfield Remembrance 2024

The annual Remembrance service took
place at the Airfield Memorial site on
Saturday 9th November. There was a
chill breeze but at least it was dry for
the occasion. The memorial looked
resplendent with flags representing the
five nations that flew from the airfield.

Fifty people of all ages attended.
Many veterans judging from the plethora
of medals being displayed were in
attendance. The service was jointly
led by Reverend Helen Blaine and her
husband Alastair, a Royal Navy chaplain.

Alastair Blaine gave a moving
address relating to his recent posting
involving the training of Ukrainian
Armed Forces in the U.K. He spoke
of his role working with Ukrainian
Chaplains that would move on to
become Chaplains on the battlefields.
He emphasised the Ukrainian passion
to remain independent and their fierce
determination to be free.

Major Justin Lystiuk of the Royal
Canadian Air Force (serving at RN.AS.
Culdrose) attended this year’s service.
He recited the poem ‘High Flight’ by
Pilot/officer John G Magee Jn. R.CAF,
read the Roll of Honour of fallen and
laid a wreath on behalf of the people
of Canada. SAC Cpl. Simon Read
represented the R.A.F. Other wreaths
were laid on behalf of Royal British
Legion by Ron Fletcher, Torridge District
Council by District Councillor Simon
Newton MBE, Winkleigh Parish Council
and The Winkleigh Society.

Carl Woodison accompanied the
hymns and beautifully sounded the Last
Post & Reveille on trumpet. Katrina Beer
was stand-by trumpeter.

The memorial stone flanked by Major Justin Lystiuk (RCAF)
on the left and SAC cpl. Simon Read (R.A.F.) on the right.

Royal British Legion standard bearer
Des Hill from Okehampton added to the
occasion gracing the scene with the RBL
Standard.

This memorial site is a tribute to Ron
& Ruth Cotty and Steve Leahy who
campaigned for and created the space
for the Memorial.

The Winkleigh Society would
like to acknowledge the help and
assistance of all who have made this
year’s Remembrance commemoration
possible. Plus; Public address supplied
by Lorne & Alex Hamilton; after
service cake Fiona’s Farm Kitchen; Bio
degradable poppy wreath, Hazel Towell.

Dhif Drigyithis




Come and enjoy the SAM’S CIDER
experience and sample some of
the finest ciders Devon has to offer.
The Sam’s Cider shop has a wide
range of local produce and gifts.

The TALLET CAFE welcomes you
into our modern and relaxing
space offering a wide range

of hot foods for breakfast and
lunch as well as a range of

teas, coffees & cakes.

L 01837 83560

P4 info@winkleighcider.co.uk

9 Hatherleigh Road, WINKLEIGH, Devon EX19 8AP

HdJ o within 325 mile rag

1\
All of our apples <° four sjtel

Situated in the heart
of the Devonshire
countryside

winkleighcider.co.uk

PREMIER DRAINAGE SPECIALIST

{1”- Smart Drainage

Tank Emptying Services

Sewage Treatment Plants, Septic Tanks, Cesspits,

Grease Traps, Oil Interceptors etc. all emptied.

“*We offer reduced rates for you and your neighbours
when you have your tanks emptied at the same time**

01392 576666 | enquiries@smart-drainage.co.uk
www.smart-drainage.co.uk
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Insects & Farmers

Most of us are aware of the decrease in
the number of insects, butterflies & bees.

Because of this, problems are
surfacing about trees and plants not
being pollinated.

Most councils now have some sort of
plan about introducing native flowers on
road verges.

What is surprising is that some farmers
have fields lying fallow & collecting a
government subsidy, whilst also spraying
with weed killer. Therefore, no insects.

If farmers continue on this route, pretty
soon insects will be a rarity.

There are other farmers who have an
arrangement with the Government for
3 years & collect a subsidy by planting
flowers in their fields. Having walked some
of these fields, there are plenty of bees,
insects & butterflies. There are also flocks
of birds flying in & out for their food.

Because of pesticides, particularly
neonicotinoids (which are banned in
most European countries) honey bees
& wild bees are dying out, half the
butterflies are at risk of extinction. This
year’s count is down almost 50% on last
year’s. Butterflies are a key indicator
species; when they are in trouble we
know that the wider environment is in
trouble too. Nature is sounding the alarm
call. We must act now if we are to turn
the tide on these rapid declines and
protect species for future generations.

The soil association say “We need to

urgently support farmers to fundamentally
change how they farm. This is
entirely possible without a reliance
on pesticides, as organic farmers
worldwide demonstrate. Using these
greener farming approaches, known
as agroecology, farmers aim to work with
nature to create a more balanced system
that doesn’t rely on pesticides.”
The general public can make their
small efforts in their gardens, verges
can be seeded with wild flowers but the
biggest effect can be made by farmers.
For too long we have been taking
from nature, slowly destroying the
fertility of the soil. It’s about time we
started consciously thinking about
giving back to nature.

Tltn ncotry

Councillor
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“Trafalgar. Fitzroy. Sole. Lundy”. Hearing
the shipping forecast reminds me of my
favourite place.

| first came across the island of Lundy
in the Bristol Channel, as with many
things in my life through climbers and
climbing. | made my first visit in 1979,
little realising then that the island would
become as important to me and my
well-being as my friends and family.
Since then, | have visited Lundy 29 times;
spending a total of 35 weeks on the
island. What then is so fascinating about
the place? What is its allure, what brings
me back to the island year after year?
Indeed, brought me to Devon? After
all itis only a lump of rock three miles
long, 400 feet high; stoically braving the
battering winds and rain of Atlantic gales?

Today, even though health and safety
requirements and the need to make the
island accessible to all, have reduced
the sense of adventure and the slight

frisson of danger; the feeling of being in
another world, free of care and tension
remains with you throughout your stay
whether it be just a day or longer.

The first time | went to Lundy we sailed
on the Polar Bear from llfracombe and
after a rough sea crossing arrived green
and excited at the Landing Bay. Your
first view of the island is breathtaking.

A magnificent lump of granite rising
majestically from the sea. As the

island grows larger in the lens of your
camera, the mood change on the ship
is palpable; nausea forgotten as the
excitement grows. Even landing on the
island was an adventure. In those days
you had to climb down a fixed ladder
from the heaving boat on to a dinghy
also bouncing wildly in the waves. You
must ensure that your timing is just
right as you step from one to the other.
The dinghy gallantly held in place by
salty old seadogs with rough words



of encouragement and a twinkle in

their eyes, ready to laugh at you if you
mistimed your steps and ended up with
wet feet, but equally ready to catch you
in their laps if the need arose! These
same men then rowed half a dozen or
so holiday makers to the shore where
you stepped on the mobile quay, no
more than a trailer on wheels, just proud
of the waves, again seeking to ensure
that you did not start your holiday with
wet feet or clothes or lost dignity. This
disembarkation seemed exciting and
adventurous and became even more so
a few years later when scrambling down
from the Oldenburg with a three-month
old baby in a sling and a toddler to hand
down to the sailors. Sadly, but rightly, you
now step onto a gangway which is tied to
the Oldenberg and acts as a temporary
bridge to the ugly concrete, but solid,
safe, fixed jetty. Even so in rough weather
the short walk can seem a little hairy to
those of a more timid disposition.

Lundy is a mystical place steeped in
history; slavers, smugglers and sedition.
If you are lucky the journey over will be
exciting and magical, on some sailings
| have seen basking sharks and often
dolphins swimming alongside the
Oldenberg, teasing the boat and the
waves. One year a brave seagull was
hitching a ride and begging for food.
| have a wonderful picture of my son
aged four holding out a hob nob as the
bird swopped down and took the biscuit
from his hand. On other occasions you
are not so lucky. You may have to brave
storms, get soaking wet and cold as the
boat tosses on the waves. A horrendous
choice has to be made in bad weather,
do I go into the bowels of boat where
sickness is always worse as the endless
bouncing of the ship with no horizon to
fix on, inevitably turns nausea into full
blown vomiting. Or freeze up top getting
soaking wet, eyes fixed on the horizon
and not on any part of the heaving
boat. My choice is always the latter, but

one year my poor son was down wind
of a passenger vomiting over the side
and inherited another hapless holiday
maker’s breakfast.

So why a holiday destination where
the travel arrangements are at best
uncomfortable and at worse hazardous?
Especially when for some holiday
makers there is apparently nothing to
do. There is one shop and one pub, the
Marisco Tavern and that is it. Many a
time, a day tripper who has bemoaned
the long queue in the bar has been
advised that there is another pub at
the North West Point called the Hen
and Chickens, how many disgruntled
‘grockles’ have made their way north
only to discover that the Hen and
Chickens are sea stacks | know not.

When the children were little a favorite
past time was to go to the green outside
the Marisco and lie in the sunshine
with a picnic and laugh at the clothes
and footwear worn by the hapless day
trippers. Often, they would leave the
mainland in shorts and a t-shirt because
the sun was so hot and then freeze on
the two-hour journey in fog and mist,
spewing into paper bags not realizing
how cold and rough the sea can get
even on the sunniest days in summer.
Arriving green and fed up they would
ask us what there was to do on the
island. “Nothing and everything” would
be our reply. “Where’s the shops?” the
children would yell.

“Can | have an ice cream?”

“Where can we sit?”

“Where shall we go?”

“What shall we do?”

“You've been here a week!”
Astonishment making even the adults
forget their manners. Incredulity
blazed on their faces. “How have you
entertained your children?”

The truth is the island doesn’t
entertain you, it absorbs you like the
clinging mists and swirling sea frets.
Each day you slow down more, look
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LUNDY

more closely, breathe more deeply,
think less, stress less and become at
one with island. Watching seals sunning
themselves on the rocks, calling to
them from the North Quay, your seal
whispering arousing their curiosity, their
dog faces staring at you intently, whilst
you wonder who is watching whom. Or
following the flight of the peregrines
over Gannet’s Rocks, watching highland
cattle on Ackland Moor, spotting the
shy sika in the bracken before going
down to the Battery for lunch and sea
gazing, sunbathing, and see amazing
wildflowers, sea birds, sika deer,
untamed ponies, highland cattle, lambs
in spring and grumpy goats all compete
for your attention. The island is a feast to
the senses, the sun warming your soul,
scudding clouds, fresh sea air, wind and
rain on your face, mist nestling in your
hair, salt blown winds, odours of the farm
yard, the bleat of sheep, the rustling of
the wind in the gorse, the plip plop of a
carp in Rocket Pond, gulls
crying like lost babies,
the crashing of waves

in The Devil’s Limekiln

all vie for your attention.
Children become both
wild and tame as they
free themselves from

the shackles of normal
life, running unrestricted
across the island,
swimming in the sea,
grubbing amongst the
rock pools and climbing
and swimming their time
away. Childhood, risk
taking, kept in check by
the awesome majesty of
the island, the largess of
the sky, the openness
of the plateau. Time
checked only by hunger
and twilight. The island
both a sanctuary and an

adventure. A place of natural beauty
and splendid isolation. Devon’s best
kept secret.

For the record there is an awful lot
to do on Lundy aside from using your
senses; | have rock climbed, ran, walked,
swam, snorkeled, sailed, kayaked,
fished, practiced photography, nature
and people watched and conceived
a child. Others have rung St Helens
church bells, painted pictures, sketched,
filmed and dived in clean clear waters
around the island. | spent six weeks
on the island doing conservation work,
rhododendron bashing, rag wort removal,
beach cleaning and even mowed a
meadow a la Poldark style with a scythe.
Only those with no imagination or sense
of adventure can find Lundy boring with
nothing to do; the key is to just relax, free
your mind and let the island weave its
magical peace into your soul.

Tgeln Fendloy




A LOCAL EXPERIENCED SERVICE FOR ALL YOUR NEEDS

Tree Surgery - Garden Fencing - Stump Grinding
Landscaping - Agricultural Fencing
Fully Insured & Qualified - Free No Obligation Quotes

01837 83325 | 0777 207 8028 .
www.mtfcontracting.co.uk

Moortown Farm, Winkleigh, EX19 8HA 'i
Wag & Walk Dog Field

Moortown Farm, Winkleigh EX19 8HA

- Secure dog field

- 6 ft high fencing

- Agility equipment

- 6 acres of grassland

- Private off road car park

For more information and booking go to

winkleighwagandwalk.co.uk ﬁ o



Fencing and Hedgerow Services

Countryside Ma
Working with Nature

Contact: Philip Cribb BSc (Hons) PGCE
07815 133576 - phil@sorrelcms.co.uk

www.sorrelcms.co.uk
Bow, Devon

LOCAL LOGS

DRY SEASONED HARDWOOD
ALL STORED UNDER COVER

Delivered locally

COMPETITIVE PRICES COVERING ALL EXCAVATIONS &
ON DIFFERENT SIZE GROUNDWORKS, BOTH LARGE & SMALL

LOADS AVAILABLE PROJECTS AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

PLEASE GET INTOUGH | | F0ETINING FAL scian
WITH MARTIN ON

07817 464420 CALL MARTIN
parish@btinternet.com 07817 464420

www.locallogs.net mpcontracts.co.uk Kl




WINKLEIGH

Fuiendbhip Ol

The last talk of 2024 organised by the Winkleigh Friendship Club took place on
October 31st in The Community Centre. It was an enjoyable afternoon as always.

The speaker David Weeks spoke about working for the Post Office and Royal Mail
over the years. It started helping his parents in the running of Exbourne post office
then running that same office with his wife Margaret. From then on he was a part time
postman and went full time, in the end went on the counter in Okehampton.

He made the audience laugh with stories of his trips delivering in the countryside
and also how back then all postmen played a large part in the community as well as
delivering the post.

In 2025 our first talk will take place on March 6th more details here in the future
and on posters around the village. Meanwhile we meet every other Thursday in the
Community Centre 2.30-4.30

Plercin Gt

Winkleigh Volunteer Service

Volunteers take patients to hospital and other medical appointments, collect
shopping, take people to the shops, care homes and other essential journeys.
Volunteers give their time for nothing but we do charge 50p per mile.

Please ring Angie: 01837 682616 or 07455365144

Please give as much notice as you can as our volunteers can’t be expected
to help at a moment’s notice, we are not an emergency service

THANK YOU
May | take this opportunity to thank all my volunteers for their support and
help with this service, especially during the closure of the Winkleigh surgery
which also coincided with the annual flu and COVID inoculations which meant
volunteers were very busy. Your hard work is much appreciated
Have a very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.

We desperately need more volunteers especially as the annual flu jab and Covid
booster programme gets under way and the village increases in size.
If you are interested in helping out, please give me a ring to find out more!

Tgetn Fendloy
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TO JOIN THE TEAM OF WINKLEIGH’S POPULAR QUARTERLY MAGAZINE

The Society is inviting applications from committed
persons to assist our Treasurer in this fulfilling role.

For further information and details of this position, please contact

(Chair, The Winkleigh Society)
01837 83407 | penelopegriffiths@gmail.com

‘, . ﬁ'a’ng es Hair Salon

01837 83004

Offering all your specialised hairdressing requirements
Colouring - Cutting - Perming

for Ladies, Gents & Children

Opening Tuesday — Friday - 9 am -5 pm
& the first Saturday of every month by appointment

Exeter Road, Winkleigh EX19 8HW

- Room to rent above the salon (therapy room, office, etc.) —




Since breaking our ties with Cancer Research UK in June last year (by mutual
agreement) the Coffee Mornings have continued to run much as before: each
Wednesday in the Community Centre between 9.30 and 10.30 alongside the
Mini-Market. So far we have made donations of £250 each to the following
local charities:

Devon Air Ambulance

Okehampton District Community Transport Group
South West Blood Bikes

Farms For City Children

A team of volunteers serves coffee, tea or hot chocolate as well as biscuits
and collects donations (usually £1 per person); their help is invaluable.
Currently we occupy six very sociable tables in the large hall. A member of
the Parish Council is usually in attendance and our local Police Community
Support Officer often calls in as well. You are very welcome to come along.

Godfrey Rhodes (Hon. Treasurer)

MINI-MARKET & COFFEE MORNING

EVERY WEDNESDAY between 9.30 & 10.30
IN THE COMMUNITY CENTRE

ENJOY A CHAT OVER A CUP OF COFFEE, TEA or HOT
CHOCOLATE and a biscuit (or two)

All Donations will go to Local Charities

(after deduction of running costs)

Everyone is welcome to come along
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Agricultural & Building Supplies

Oils and Adblue Animal Feed Tools
Fencing Materials Nuts & Bolts Tractor & Implement Parts
Workwear & Boots Hydraulic Hoses Fixings & Fastenings
Calor Gas Timber Paint
Animal Health Insulation Household & Garden
Batteries Plumbing Sand & Aggregate
Roofing Toys ..PLUS MANY MORE!
Eig@
OPEN TO TRADE & THE GENERAL PUBLIC m 0

Tel: 01837 83492

Email: sales@southwestfixings.co.uk

Website: www.southwestfixings.com

Visit: Beechlea Industrial Estate, Winkleigh, EX19 8DH
Open: Monday - Friday (7:30am - 5pm) Saturday (8am - 12noon)

01363
776486

Website: www.dolphindevon.co.uk
Email: info@dolphindevon.co.uk

vy @ f

Lords Meadow Industrial Estate, Crediton, EX17 1EU



WINKLEIGH BRANCH SURGERY:

Extension & Refurbishment

Winkleigh Branch Surgery re-opened, after a 4 week closure, on 14 October
2024. The new surgery has been extended, alongside a refurbishment of the
existing premises.

2 additional consulting rooms have been created, along with a new spacious
waiting room, a new reception area which provides additional dispensing collection
space and a staff room and kitchen for the team.

The work has transformed the branch surgery into a new modern centre which will
benefit the community for many years to come.

This wouldn’t have been possible without the generosity of Winkleigh resident,
Hazel Pike, who left a substantial gift to the practice in her will. Wallingbrook
Partnership in consultation with Hazel’s daughter-in-law, Queenie Pidgeon, decided
to use the donation to totally transform the services at Winkleigh Surgery, where
Hazel was a patient.

The practice also successfully applied for an improvement grant through NHS
England. The stipulations of the grant provided a very short window to undertake
the project, which would not have been completed without the dedication and
professionalism from Dale Chadwick Carpentry & Construction and Dale’s team.

We endeavour to provide GP services at Winkleigh daily as staffing allows, we
are also scheduling sessions with our practice nurses, health care assistants, GP
registrars, pharmacist, mental health practitioner, first contact physiotherapist,
paramedic, occupational therapist, and social prescribing team.

Wallingbrook Partners
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Covering Winkleigh/ Chumleigh/ Dolton,/ Roborough/ Hatherleigh & surrounding villages.




WINKLEIGH

Villoge 7t

By the time you are reading this,
Christmas will be on the horizon
although it doesn’t seem very long since
the last one! It seems an opportune time,
however, to review the last year.

After the unprecedented and
widespread global disruptions of 2021
and 2022, followed by a partial recovery
last year, 2024 has seen the Village
Hall not only returning to its pre-Covid
levels of success and popularity but
to surpassing both. Existing classes
such as Badminton, Tai Chi, Family
History Club, Church Wives Group
and Tap Dancing have continued to
attract residents, whilst newer classes,
Therapeutic Pilates, Yoga and the Book
Club have established themselves and
continue to grow.

By way of one-off events, the
popularity of private birthday parties,
wedding receptions, quizzes and special
events such as the Curiosity Café
have significantly increased as we are
now reaping the benefits of the major
refurbishments that were carried out
over the last three years.

The hall is also becoming popular with
organisations and businesses requiring
space for private meetings including
the National Health Service, Devon
Pathways, Acorn School, Wallingbrook
Surgery, Social Workers, and the
Winkleigh Gardening Club.

So, as far as getting custom through
our doors, The Village Hall is in a good
place. As always, massive thanks to
all residents, visitors and helpers who
continue to support hall activities. We
couldn’t do it without youl!

Effective and efficient governance is
key to the success of any organisation

and the hall is no exception. Although
there have been a number of changes
on the committee this year, we have a
very hard-working group of people in
place to ensure a great service for you,
the users. We can always do with more
people to help with running the hall
though — Contact details below!

Once again, a big thank you to Paul
Beer for all the landscaping work he
carries out each month, making the hall
exterior look as attractive as possible,
and to Linda Millership who carries out
sterling work in keeping the hall clean.

On the topic of formality, | am very
pleased to say that, following 12 months
of writing, reviewing, re-reviewing then
eventually agreeing, the hall now has
a complete set of working policies
covering the following areas:

« Governance

« Finance

+ Risk Assessment

« Letting — Hiring of Hall
« Equal Opportunities

- Health & Safety

- Safeguarding

« Data Protection

« Environment

One of the drivers for creating these
policies was an increasing requirement
for sight of such by bodies to whom the
hall can apply for grants. Additionally,
things can sometimes go wrong,
accidents and incidents can happen.
As and when these occur, it is crucial
to investigating bodies, whether that
be police, Health & Safety Executive, or
others, that we are seen to have policies
in place and that we can demonstrate
conformance to those policies. | am
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going to be creating a new website for
the hall, a section of which will give open
and transparent access to those policies.
The policies themselves will be subject
to regular review every three years, or
sooner if a requirement is identified.
| mentioned in the Spring that it had
been my intention to step down from
both the office of Chair, and from the
committee, at the Annual General
Meeting. However, | recognise that now
is perhaps not the best time to do that
and so | have agreed to remain in post
for a further twelve months, until the AGM
in 2025. This will allow time to identify/
recruit someone who will be willing to
take on the role at that time.
| was delighted that, within 9 months
of commencement, the hall was able to
raise sufficient funds, circa £2000, which
has allowed us to purchase and install
insulation for the roof space in the main
hall. These funds, in the main, came from
donations — small and large - made by
you, the residents of Winkleigh. Again,
thank you all so much for your support.
Monthly markets have once again
proved popular this year with several
new stalls joining in addition to the
regulars. Organisations providing ever-
popular refreshments at our markets
through the year have also benefitted
although | must mention the generosity
of the Tai Chi club at the November
market, which donated all of their
refreshments takings to village hall funds.
Our Christmas market, which is full to
bursting point with stalls, will be held
in the hall on Saturday 7th December.
There will once again be live seasonal
music played on
keyboard by Jennie
Ashton. Come along,
enjoy the festivities and
finish off (or start!) your
Christmas gift shopping.
Our classic Christmas
movie this year, being

screened on 13th

December, will be

the ever popular “It’s

A Wonderful Life”,

starring James Stewart.

However, we will be

screening a full colour

version which | doubt

many of you have seen
before. So come along and spend a
lovely evening watching such an iconic
movie. We shall kick off the 2025
movie season on January 17th with the
screening of “Charlotte Gray”, starring
Cate Blanchett and Michael Gambon, the
story of a World War Il SOE agent sent on
assignment to France.

Finally, on behalf of the hall committee,

I would like to wish all of you good
people a very Happy Christmas and
Peaceful New Year.

Tony Aston
Chair

PART-TIME
HOUSEKEEPER/
CLEANER URGENTLY NEEDED

For Holiday Cottage in Lapford
Reliable, practical person required, to carry out
domestic cleaning to a high standard (inc. linens)
Good rate paid. Work Hours:
typically 3 hours in cottage (+ time for linens)
starting at 10am on changeover day (usually Friday)

Contact Nicola to find out more
01403 240024 or 07958 230573




OUR ANCESTORS

The recent archaeology dig off Townsend
Hill has confirmed, as many who live here
have long suspected, that Winkleigh
people go back a very long way.

The first stage of work was an
archaeological geophysical survey which
identified the ditch of a circular enclosure
and other linear ditch features.

Romano British pottery was found in
the enclosure ditch which identified it as
an enclosed farmstead of Romano-British
period [AD43 - AD410].

Other linear ditches were found to be
field boundary ditches from the medieval
period.

THE DIG: Carried out by AC
archaeology (a South West independent
commercial archaeology consultancy)
recorded the whole of the enclosure in
plan form, fully excavating features such
as pits, post holes and gullies on the
interior of the farmstead and sections of
the enclosure.

At the time of the archaeology open
day the northern part of the enclosure
was under excavation, up to where a
modern power cable has bisected the
site. The southern part was excavated
after the open day.

THE FINDS: Worked prehistoric flint
[Neolithic or bronze age]. Not unusual
as evidence of early hunter gatherers
and first farming communities is found
throughout Devon. More significant was
a single body sherd of iron-age pottery...
This may suggest that the farmstead
had its origins in pre Roman lron Age
700BC to AD43. Majority of finds were
of Romano —British pottery. South Devon
Ware 2nd to 4th centuries AD. Also, one
piece of pottery from the Blackdown
Hills, some pieces of medieval pottery
[AD1250 1450] and North Devon
courseware jug fragments.

THE FARMSTEAD: The enclosure at
Winkleigh was single ditched but the
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hello@bsharpdesigns.co.uk
bsharpdesigns.co.uk

Based in North Tawton




location of the entrance way was not
clear, [could have been destroyed by
the modern cable trench] It would have
functioned much like farms in our more
recent history with accommodation for
the extended family and some for the
retainers/servants in Roman times. There
would have been structures for livestock,
agricultural produce and workshops for
tools [iron working] and processing raw
materials [textiles and dairying].

There was a terrace on the interior,
with circular foundation gullies or
thatched roof eaves-drip gullies, and the
post-holes for the structural timbers of
a sequence of roundhouses. Other pits
and postholes on the interior are likely
to have been for ancillary buildings,
timber storage and waste disposal.

Excavated Romano-British farmsteads
across Devon exhibit various degrees
of Romanisation.

Following the Roman invasion in AD
43 the army gradually pushed West and
a road network was established. There
was a large campaign base at North
Tawton [Nemetostatio] possibly from
the period before Exeter was chosen
as a permanent fortress. There were
also garrison forts at Lapford, Exbourne
and Okehampton.

OUR ANCESTORS

All this greatly
facilitated trade
and advances in
technology. There
would have been
a slave population
working in the mines
and quarries on
Dartmoor and on the
large Roman estates.
Native landowners and
their tenants would
have paid taxes to the
Roman rulers to pay
for the Roman military
machine, engineering
and administration. The rural British
population would have been largely free
but still tied to the native landed nobility
owing labour and goods.
CONCLUSION: The enclosure
was the most important find but not
enough to warrant being preserved.
Therefore the third and final stage of
work is ‘preservation by record’ the full
excavation of the enclosure to provide
as much information about its structure/
plan, date and function. Once we heard
from Bill Horner and the Devon Historic
Environment Team that there had been
a significant find the Winkleigh Society
lobbied hard for public engagement
with the dig i.e. an open day and a
school visit. An interpretation board
would be nice.

Penny Dnigyittis

[many thanks to Bill Horner]

The first visualisation of the enclosed
settlement is by Mark Gidley
reproduced with kind permission of
Cotswold Archaeology.

The second farmstead image is
courtesy of the East Devon AONB
Guide Leaflet.
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You will find Edge Stitch + Print and Synergy Gifts under one roof
at the Beechlea Industrial Estate

We are your one stop shop in the heart of Winkleigh for everything below
and more.... Extensive range onsite and change room available.

e Work Wear e Veterinary & Equine

e Hi-Viz & Protective ¢ Health & Beauty Services
e Business Branded Clothing e Sports Kit

e Personalised Clothing e School Wear

e Trophies e Fitness Gear

e Leavers Hoodies e Hospitality

e Personalised Towels & Robes e Personalised Gifts

¢ Retail Clothing Sales e Banners

e Pet Blankets ¢ Hen & Stag Do Clothing

e Unit 1E,

Beechlea Industrial Estate,
WINKLEIGH, DEVON, EX19 8DH

8 hello@edgestitchandprint.couk TRACEY ®07493 506907
www.edgestitchandprint.co.uk ASH @07850 503012



Wenkfooosn

This author has been entertained by various observations over the autumn period in
“The Vill”. Now the Festive Season fast approaches to brighten the short days and
long nights.

But to make matters interesting let us boldly begin a search for the hidden poet.

You have chosen to dwell in a Rural area, mainly a farming community (with all
that entails in terms of surroundings) Of which there are many internally in Devon.

Newcomers to ‘the Vil are very much appreciated and welcomed, particularly those
who have kindly offered their assistance and support within this unique community.

Following a late and difficult harvest hampered by the vagaries of Mother Nature,
our farmers now have a very small window of opportunity to plough and sow. With the
heavy rains the toll on the soil is such that they must take every possible opportunity
(a@s urged by the latest press release of the Environment Agency for Devon and
Cornwall - although I'm quite sure that our generations of Farmers do know very well
what they are doing!) to plan for excessive rainfall. Heavy machinery cannot operate
on very wet ground without problems, hence once again, our farmers may need to
work nights to fulfil their winter tasks in a race against time and weather.

Ladies and gentlemen ‘taking tea’ at any of the village catering venues, halls or
events, will doubtless have formed their own opinions with regard to preference of
Devonshire Cream Tea as opposed to Cornish Cream Tea ... A terrible faux pas if
one should put jam before cream in Devon!

In ‘the Ton’, one would perambulate in order to be seen in Society, however,
here in ‘the Vill' we are all too busy getting on with our lives. It is, however, entirely
interesting to ‘walk the village’ noting and exploring the historical features and
seeing where we ourselves can help to keep our community active and thriving.

Mark, Gentle Reader, that the Parish of Winkleigh and Hollocombe holds very
dear to those whose families have lived and worked here for generations. Secondly,
those who have come to live here and have embraced the ethos and traditions
of ‘the Vill' contribute greatly to the spirit and goodwill of continuing the voluntary
efforts which keep the active community buoyant. Long may this continue!

Living in a village community, everyone has a part to play, the more you put into
something, the more you will get out of it, whatever your age or circumstance. Many
of our day to day community activities are run by volunteers. It cannot be left to the
few, or it will stagnate and the community ethos will be lost.

Those who offer their time and energy should be applauded by the community,
not criticised or belittled for their efforts, or taken for granted.

“Use it or Lose it” with regards to the local businesses, arts, poetry, crafts, traditions,
landscape and specialities in our area. Please support your community!

Dearest Gentle Reader,

Yours affectionately,

Wenkieaosn
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LORRAINE - MOBILE FOOT HEALTH
PRACTITIONER - DipCFHP

CALL NOW TO BOOK AN APFOINTMENT
07841 719630

PROFESSIONAL & FRIERDLY SERVICE, OFFERED [0 THE
COMEQRT OF TOTR OWN BONE.

TWER 10 YEARS EXPERIENCE - ABLE T0 TREAT
Lo THICK, FUNGAL KATLS, PAINFOL CORRS, IN- GROWING
TOE NAILS, CALLUS, VERRDCAS, CRACKED HEELS, GENERAL &
DIABETIC FOOTCARE

'..t'

Fully gualified and insured

LOCAL WINKLEIGH

S BRAD CARS &

4 to 8 Seater Vehicles Available
Local or Long Distance
Airports
Competitive Rates

CONTACT WAYNE

07846 389 921

waynejeens@yahoo.co.uk

LOCAL ¢ RELIABLE * SAFE

D

THE Fox AND HOUNDS
COUNTRY HOTE/L

OPEN DAILY
8AM-11PM

Ol ats On?

28 NOVEMBER

Christmas Party Night

7 DECEMBER 12:30PM-3PM

Wreath Making

13 DECEMBER

Christmas Party Night

25 DECEMBER
Christmas Lunch

1January

New Years Day Carvery

7-9 FEBRUARY

Dachshund Days

For more information, visit:
foxandhoundshotel.co.uk/offers

RESERVATIONS
foxandhoundshotel.co.uk/dine
relax@foxandhoundshotel.co.uk

01769 580 345
DOGS ARE WARMLY WELCOME!




Deon Edior,

| am writing as Chair of the Beaford Archive
Steering Group, in response to an article
by Barbara Jenkins in the Spring issue of
Distinctly Winkleigh. It states that last year
“the Beaford archive were ... going through
their documents but were destroying
anything that was not relevant to them. Due
to the quick thinking of Margaret Ferguson
a large amount of photos that are on hard
card were saved as they depicted life in
the early 1900s [in Winkleigh].”

Whilst | am delighted that these artefacts
have found a good home, and will be
displayed in the village, | do wish to
challenge the impression that the Beaford
Archive is casual in its stewardship of the
items in its care. Nothing could be further
from the truth, and we have a multiplicity
of checks and balances to make sure that
we conform to the highest professional
standards in looking after these precious
objects. The pictures described were not
archived photographs but reproductions,
produced from Archive originals in
the 1970s for use in our educational
programmes, mounted on card to enable
them to be pinned up in village halls and/or
passed from hand to hand. Their condition
reflected their age and heavy use, and
while we held on to some of the less-worn
examples, we were happy to offer the rest
to our various village contacts in case they
could still be of value to local communities.

People of North Devon need to be
sure that this unique collection, so
important in both historic and artistic
terms, is judiciously curated and jealously
guarded on their behalf. | am happy to
give that assurance.

MARTYN WARREN
07952 638672

Dear Solifor,

Philippa and | are pleased to still
receive DW although it is over nine
years since we moved to Taunton.

| like the new look DW, and |
particularly enjoyed the pieces /
news on Keir, Alan’s bee keeping
and Stephen’s talk on Winkleigh
Airfield. It is sad to read about Derek
Miller, such a kind man.

Best wishes,
David Lausen

PEOPLE AND PLANET -
community questionnaire

In my last article, | shared how many
remarkable people in Winkleigh and
Hollocombe are taking steps to care
for our environment, as volunteers or in
running a business.

Now, I'm curious to see if there are
others out there who would like to join with
like-minded individuals to take action and
enjoy the journey together.

To help us understand what matters most
to our community, we have
put together a questionnaire.

You can find it online here:
https://bit.ly/WinkleighSurvey

Don’t worry if you're busy
with the Christmas season - this will be
open until the end of January 2025, so you
can share your thoughts when the rush is
over and you have a moment.

We'd really love to hear your ideas about
how we can enhance our Parish for both
people and the many species that call this
place home. Thank you for your input!

KIM J MELHUISH
wildspacestorridge@gmail.com
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\Nlnl\leloh Football Club
Update by Jodie Johns

It’s never a dull time at Winkleigh FC!

Lee Green, who was announced as the
new manager entering the 24/25 season,
has moved onto pastures new and the
club wish him all the luck for the future.
Our goalkeeper, Steve Johns, has now
taken on the role as manager. Steve has
played for Winkleigh since 20/21 and has
been an integral part of the team since.
He has played for teams all over Devon
and knows the game inside and out -
we’re looking forward to seeing Steve
manage the team he has known and
been part of for years.
Results to date are as follows:

Winkleigh 5 - 2 Sidmouth
Winkleigh 1- 2 Feniton
Winkleigh 4 - 1 St Martins
Wellington 1- 0 Winkleigh
Winkleigh 3 - O Lyme Regis
Feniton 4 - 1 Winkleigh

AFC Dumnonii 5 - 3 Winkleigh
(Devon Premier Cup)

Winkleigh O - 6 Lapford
Winkleigh 1- 2 Crediton

Our quiz night, hosted on 27th
September at the Village Hall, was a
great success seeing many familiar faces
back to compete for the win. The new
half time game of heads or tails went
down a treat too!

The club also hosted a rounders
tournament, in conjunction with Ed

Knight, on 13th October which saw
members of the village come together
to raise funds for local causes. Many
laughs, fails and hilarious moments (that
should have been caught on camera...
maybe an idea for next time!), and
we’re looking forward to hosting and
expanding next year.

Members of the committee have been
busy creating a driveway accessed
by the top of the pitch that will enable
disabled spectators to watch games
pitch side with no obstructions. This
work has been partly funded by Torridge
District Council’s Councillor Grant in
which we received £1200. Thank you
very much to TDC - this is going to make
such a difference!

Upcoming events include our huge
Christmas Draw which will be held at The
Kings Arms on Friday 20th December at
18:00 - tickets can be purchased from the
Post Office or any committee member.
Keep your eyes peeled for updates on
our comedy night in March! We've also
got a couple of provisional dates set for
2025’s 6-a-side tournament.

As the wet weather approaches,
home support is greatly appreciated and
means a massive amount to the players
on the pitch. If you’ve never been to
watch a game before, pop down and
see what we have on offer - free entry,
on site canteen, children’s park (other
side of car park), half time 50/50 draw
and entertainment in the form of football!
Follow our Facebook page ‘Winkleigh
Football Club’ to stay up to date with
fixtures and events.”
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DOG WALKING
HOME VISITS
HOUSE SITTING
GROOM/YARD WORK
Fully insured & DBS checked

Contact Laura Sherring-Lucas

07595 249418

winkleighpetcare@hotmail.com [ £}

s BESPOKE JOINERY SERVICES =

01837 83911

07517 110 668
hcc2010@hotmail.co.uk

North Tawton EX20 2DH
www.ashridge-court.co.uk
01837 880192

Slow-grown, Pasture-fed Beef

Locally raised beef from just £10 per kg

Free local delivery (min 3kgs)

Dry Logs & Sawn Timber
Selection of local native hardwoods
Contact Carolyn on 07872 598 659

Ashridge Great Barn
Weddings (ceremonies & receptions),
events, training days & celebrations
Contact Cat on 01837 352025

Quality hardwood logs
cut to order and kindling.
All aspects of low impact forestry.

Call Josh on 01363 83908
or 07792 906258




ACE Archaeology Club

One minute it is August and then it is
November and the Christmas Edition!

ACE has been busy in the intervening
time.

ACE and ACE members have been
involved in a few things organised
by other people in the last few
months. Including some test pitting at
Wrangworthy Barrows as support to
the Monument Management Scheme
(MMS). The MMS looks after sites that are
scheduled monuments and tries to keep
them in good condition. They have been
doing some work in the ACE “area” and
some ACE members went to help with
the test pitting at Wrangworthy Barrows.

On our own ACE Day in October, we
repeated a visit to Winkleigh for a tour
of the village focusing on its long and
varied history. Although it hasn’t been
long since we did this it was decided
that we should do it again as we have
had so many new members this year.
Included in the tour was a visit to
Heywood Castle, a Motte and Bailey
castle overlooking Eggesford. There

is a surprising number of such castles

in the area, not far from Haywood is
Eggesford Castle, not accessible as on
private property, and Winkleigh has two
such mounds; one on private property
and one under the village hallll There
must have been a lot of trouble from the
inhabitants of the area.

Winkleigh Village Hall on its Motte and
Bailey.

If you would like to find out more about
any of these sites, or indeed any sites at
all, I suggest -

Devon County Council Environment
Viewer https://map.devon.gov.uk/
dccviewer/

As mentioned in the last edition we
hope to be doing some work with MMS
in Winkleigh in 2025.

Our next event is our AGM in
November . Apart from the business
of the AGM we will also have updates
on various digs from Andy Crabb our
Archaeology Adviser and Dartmoor
archaeologist, amongst other roles.

December sees us sharpening
our quills to do some writing, literally.
Sharpening the quills and using
homemade ink. May be messy but will be
interesting. More about this next year.

October 2024
acearchaeologyclub.wordpress.com
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WINKLEIGH

CHRISTMAS FAIR

| suspect like me, most of you cannot
quite believe that it's November already
but it’s that time again!

Our wonderful bunch of volunteers
have been working extremely hard and
this years Winkleigh Christmas Fair
is going to be another cracker (pun
absolutely intended)!

There will definitely be snow, don’t
ask me how we know....we just do....and
we’re hoping for a dry evening, so please
get your gloves and coats on and join us.

Up in the village square as normal,
festivities kick-off at 6pm and continue
until around 9pm and like last year, the
Christmas spirit will be in plentiful supply.

The village lights will be switched
on at 6.30pm which (if we are lucky)
will mark the arrival of a certain white-
bearded, red-suited gentleman — who
usually rocks up in true Winkleigh style.

He'll be assisted by his ever-helpful
troop of elves who can be found in the
grotto (some say it also doubles as a
pub) — keen to meet anyone who has
been good this year!

You can also expect:
- Live Band in the Square

— The Rocking J’s
« Traditional Market Stalls
+ Mulled Wine & Mince Pies
« BBQ (the Mad Butchers finest of course)

Lots of Snow and festive tunes
« Christmas Raffle

..... and guaranteed laughs and festive
spirit in bucket loads!

So please, good and great folk of
Winkleigh and the surrounding villages,
come and join us for what is always a
fantastic night that never fails to warm
the coldest of hearts.

Details can be found on posters and
flyers but if you have any questions or
would like to just get in touch with us,
please do: gareth_cowan@hotmail.com /
07884 262 458

Have a wonderful Christmas and
we look forward to seeing you on
Saturday December 7th at 6pm in the
village square.

From the Winkleigh Fair Organising
Group — what a bunch of legends you are!



TEN ACRES VINEYARD CAMPING
WINKLEIGH

Guided Vineyard Tours & Wine-Tasting Every Saturday in the season at 4.30pm.
Includes sparkling and still wines. Private group tours also available
(min 6 people/the cost of 6 peaple). Booking essential for all tours.

Campsite Ten pitches for tents/small campervans. Glamping also available.

Devon Wine Shack On-site wine shop open Fri - Mon 10am — 8pm
Tues - Thurs 5 — 8pm. Free local delivery on Fridays.

Open 1st May - 30th September order wine/gift vouchers and book
camping/glamping and Saturday tours on our website.
Contact Esther/Toby for info and availability.

tenacrescamping@hotmail.co.uk | (01837) 83892 | tenacresvineyardcamping.co.uk

m g P& éffk Your computer.,

not working 907 a virys

call Andy Car_negllq‘/e/ecﬂhg dust in the corner

PC repairs

Health checks £60 first hour

U d

“E)egbr?)::i n then www.tpcgeek.co.uk
& £20.00 every 30min

Office/admin services

getwb«"tlmi1 rzflizbihed computers Tel: 07903 566861
Tehed I e Email:tpcgeek@hotmail.co.uk
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WHAT’S ON...

REGULARS Youth Club 7:00pm-9:00pm Sports Hall
MONDAY Kung Fu 6:30pm-8:00pm &

Short Mat Bowls 1:45pm-4:15pm Sports Hall  8:00pm-9:00pm Community Centre
Netball Club 7:30pm-8:30pm Sports Hall  THURSDAY

FitSteps - 6:30pm and 7:30pm W|nk|e|gh Art Group 10:00-14:00
Community Centre
Sports Centre

2nd Monday of each month bar January Tai Chi10:30-12:00 Village Hall

Church Wives Group, Village Hall Tiny Tots 9:30-11:15 Sports Hall
2.30pm-4.30pm Therapeutic Pilates 19:15-20:45
TUESDAY Village Hall

Free ‘Sewcial Crafternoon’ at Catkin Tai Chi 19:30-21:30pm Sports Centre
Blooms 1:00-3:00pm FRIDAY

Badminton 7:00pm-9:00pm Village Hall ~ Youth Club 7:00pm-9:00pm Sports
WEDNESDAY Centre

Mini market & charity coffee morning Therapeutic Pilates 9:30am-12.30pm
9:30am-10:30am Community Centre Village Hall

Tap Dancing 7:00pm-8:00pm Village Hall Short Mat Bowls 13:45-16:15 Sports Hall

Gas e LPG ¢ Oil * Solid Fuel
Boiler Installation & Servicing
Rayburn & Aga Servicing
jadmottram@hotmail.com

01769 540734 / 07933 166664




}%:%

DECEMBER

7th Christmas market - 10am-12md 21st Children’s Disco Sports Centre 19.00
Village Hall — 21.00 Children must be accompanied
7th - 12th Winkleigh Friendship Club, by parent or guardian, younger children
Community Centre 14.30 — 16.30 of people attending as adult to the child

at disco can bring any younger siblings if

7th Christmas Fair, Village Square they cannot get babysitter

18:00 — 21:00

9th Okehampton Choral Society JANUARY

7.30pm St John the Baptist Church, 17th Movie Night “Charlotte Gray”
Hatherleigh

Village Hall
13th Movie Night - “It’s a Wonderful

Life” Colour version. 6.30pm for 7pm JULY

Village Hall 13th-19th Winkleigh Summer Fair
16th Okehampton Choral Society

7:30pm - Fairplace Church, Okehampton

All aspects of pest control undertaken for your domestic,

agricultural and commercial requirements throughout Devon.

BPCA QUALIFIED ¢ EXPERIENCED FRIENDLY TECHNICIANS ¢ CORRECTLY INSURED

GET IN TOUCH

Please call Paul - 07714 239 656 or Ken - 07814 306 548
paul@greenvalleypestcontrol.co.uk | www.greenvalleypestcontrol.co.uk
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Free advice on benefits, finance and much more!

Ensure that the income you receive is what you are entitled to. Advice on all forms

54

of benefit entitlement.

Medical e.g. attendance allowance, carers allowance, PIP, self-referral to services

like physiotherapy, transport to appointments

Financial e.g. Pension credit, over 80s pension, Single person council tax, - we are
not Financial Advisers and if you need specific advice on maximising savings or taking
out investments we will give you contact details for a qualified person.

Insurance e.g. for house, contents and vehicles,

Energy e.g. House insulation, boiler upgrades, best energy offers for your level of
use, home improvements, warm blankets and one room heaters

We are working with Wallingbrook
Health and Welfare. You will find copies
of our leaflet with contact details at both
Winkleigh and Chulmleigh Surgeries,
or at the Recreation and Sports Centre
in Winkleigh. You will find copies of the

leaflet in poster form on the board outside

Londis and down by the school.

If you want to seek advice directly from
the Health and Welfare team, who can
assist with the difficulties of living alone,
you can leave a message with us, with
the receptionist at Winkleigh Surgery, or
Chulmleigh Surgery for Paula Martin the
team lead.

We can also assist those people without
access to the internet to set up a private

account which will be free to use at the
Recreation and Sports Centre.

Sue Taglor

Treasurer, Winkleigh Recreation and
Sports Centre

MAXINE MORPURGO

GARDEN MAINTENANCE

If you need help
in your garden
either with
maintenance or
advice please
contact me!

e Over 20 years
experience

e Horticultural
Advisor at RHS
Rosemoor

¢ RHS qualified

ca 07815 309023

e

kad

Local Artisan Eco Florist supporting British Grown Flowers
Plants | Eco Gifts | Refills | Local Crafts | Coffee | Cake | Soup

Bissetts Garage Exeter Road (next to the Hairdressers) Winkleigh EX19 8HW
FLOWERS | COFFEE | GIFTS | PLANTS | WORKSHOPS
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E.KNIGHT

WOODLAND

MANAGEMENT

AIR DRIED SEASONED
HARD WOOD LOGS

Locally Sourced & Seasoned Firewood
Tel: 07875973278




Rachel Goldsworthy tells the story of the

Tidy Bear Bin on Elms Meadow purchased
and installed by Winkleigh Parish Council.

Following on from the article in the
Autumn Edition of Distinctly Winkleigh
regarding the Tidy Bear Bin in EIms
Meadow, in general it has become a
landmark of great success! The children
playing in EIms Meadow use it and

care for it and it is proving to be an
encouragement for them to think about
the environment and litter.

Unfortunately on one weekend recently,
they were put off because despite it
obviously being a children’s bin, the
mouth of the Bear was stuffed with a
carrier bag full of grass and dog poo
which made it smell and blocked any
further use. This then had to be removed
and taken to a dog poo bin of which there
are apparently 8 in Winkleigh, and the
Children’s Bear bin disinfected so the
children could then use it again.

The nearest dog poo bins were
overflowing which is probably why
someone had put it in the Bear Bin.
Quite possibly it could have been a well-
meaning gesture as the bag was so large

that they must

have cleared

quite an area

of (maybe

public) land

because it

hadn’t been

cleared by

dog owners?

However, a

children’s

Bin next to a

playpark is not

the right place

for faeces.

Torridge District Council and Winkleigh
Parish Council have been informed
and more dog poo bins are apparently
in progress for Winkleigh. Torridge is
responsible for emptying both Dog Poo
Bins and General waste and Playpark
bins, a particular team from Bideford
comes to Winkleigh every Tuesday.

Rochel Jolofuoritiy
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Our fully comprehensive school
with ambition, offers a
traditional education for 11-16

vear olds, with results
consistently amongst the
best in the region.
Contact us to book a personal
tour.

Chulmleigh College
‘Nothing but our best’

t: 01769 580215 w: www.chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk e: admin@chulmleigh.devon.sch.uk

*

assion

Comp
Ambition
Teamwork




SCHOOL NEWS

Winkleigh Primary School Headteacher
Mrs Victoria Fenemore reports

This first half-term of the year has
been full of interesting and exciting
experiences and events.

Our Year 6 children have been
extremely busy writing to local
businesses asking for raffle prize
donations for our school Christmas Fair —
if anyone would like to make a donation
we would be extremely grateful. The
funds raised will go to support families
with our superb offer of extra-curricular
activities.

Already this term: Year 1 children have
walked around our historical village and
been on an educational visit to Rosemoor
Gardens; Year 3 children have taken the
train from Eggesford Station and arrived at
Exeter Central — they then walked to the
Cathedral where they learned about the
fascinating history of the site, the building
and the signs of change in the church
over a number of centuries - they then
had lunch at Pizza Express before heading
back to the train station and home; more
recently we celebrated world History
Day. Children were able to examine
artefacts from Tiverton Museum and make
predictions and inferences regarding the
item and the related chronology.

Our PE profile is ever strong with
events such as our intra-sport football for
Key Stage 2 children which was enjoyed
enormously this term and the children
will have the opportunity to play netball
in the next sessions. We have attended a
fun-filled tag rugby tournament at Queen
Elizabeth School in Crediton. We are
extremely grateful to QE as the events
they organise for our children are always
fantastically organised. We were also
visited by a Skateboarding coach who

has come to us before. The children
were thrilled at the thought of testing and
developing their skills. Their smiles said
it all.

Our ongoing curriculum enrichment
has been extremely varied and we thank
each of our school staff who make this
provision possible — the clubs offered
so far have been Tag Rugby, Art Club,
Gardening Club, Science Club and
Running Club. Our wraparound care
provision is also thriving where children
are enjoying lovely food as well as a
huge variety of fun-filled activities.

Our School Ambassadors have been
selected from Year 6 and they have
begun the year very pro-actively. They
have arranged a Scarecrow competition
to coincide with our Year 5 grandparents
lunch in order to enlist help with voting.
Welcoming in grandparents to share
lunch with their grandchildren has been
hugely enjoyable and the letters of
thanks from our community members has
meant so much to us all.
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Ninkleigh Village

CHRIS‘TMAS‘
FAIR o ol

- Handmade gifts
- Crafts
« Mulled Wine & Mince Pies
+ Christmas Music
- BB() supplied by The Mad Butcher
- Santa's Grotto
- Snow Machine
- Christmas Raffle

Tickets Avallable in Stores arcund Winklalgh soon

For more information contact:
Neil on 07775 568728 or e-mail

winkleighxmasfair@gmail.tom
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to Ashley Marshall and Lizzie Briggs who got married in September. Ashley
has lived in Winkleigh all his life and Lizzie has come from Somerset.
They will now continue their married life in Winkleigh.

Stubashi liaClu-Qugong
WINKLEIGH COMMUNITY CENTRE
EVERY FRIDAY @ 10:00AM
FIRST SESSION FREE
Qigong is a gentle movement practice
designed to enhance your wellbeing,

strength and mobility. Shibashi (18 Forms),
provides a holistic approach to maintaining

a healthy and active lifestyle no matter
what age you are!
For more information

Contact Barbara Ellis 07756775379
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S J CARNE

INDEPENDENT FAMILY OWNED FUNERAL DIRECTORS

Est over 60 years e Personal Attention Day & Night
Pre-arranged & Bespoke Funeral Plans Available

Samantha
01837 680199 | samjcarne@outlook.com

Summerhayes, Ingleigh Green, Winkleigh EX19 8AT




[ memory of Derck Jlliler

8th September 1929 - 7th August 2024

Derek Leonard Miller was born at No 7 Eggesford Road to Chris and Ethel Miller.
The family moved two years later down the road to No 11 where they lived until
aged 19 Derek together with his younger sister Hazel and parents moved to
Graysbridge. It was the family farm, his parents were the third generation to live
there and Derek and Margaret became the fourth generation to do so after they
married in 1964.

Derek attended the village school and when he left there worked for Charlie
Bissett’s bicycle repair shop. The mechanical skills he acquired there served him
well during his lifetime as a farmer.

Always an enthusiastic Young Farmer [where he won many awards] he was the
first Devon young farmer to be awarded the gold badge for seven proficiency
tests in farm crafts.

He would go on to teach young farmers from all over Devon the finer points of
shearing. Derek could often be found at local agricultural shows demonstrating
the skill of reed rope making.

A nimble dancer, Derek and friends cycled miles to various village halls.
Favourite dances, the waltz and quick step.

He met Margaret in 1961 at the Winkleigh Hunt Ball. Married in 1964 they made
Graysbridge Farm their family home becoming the proud parents of Paul and
Sarah. Tragically Paul died in 1976. It is testament to Derek that he stoically guided
his family through their time of great sorrow.

Derek passed his farming skills on to their daughter Sarah, tending to their
animals and taking care of the land. Later he loved teaching his grandsons and
great grandsons about the country way of life and telling stories about the old days.

He retired from farming in 1995 when he and Margaret moved to Park Place,
Eggesford Road.

Always a loyal and active supporter of his beloved Winkleigh A.F.C. Derek
rarely missed a home match.

Derek was a staunch country-man rooted in his family and home village.
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[ memaory of (Ynire Tricker

1941 - 2024

It is with great sadness that we report that Claire Tricker, known to very many
of you in the Winkleigh area and someone who was involved in so much of
Winkleigh life, passed away on 5th June 2024, at Castle House Care Home in
Torrington, where she had been a resident for nearly 2 years.

Claire’s life was nothing short of extraordinary. Born in London during the
turmoil of WWII, she miraculously survived an incendiary bomb landing in her
cot. From those early days, she went on to create homes in 18 different houses
across 11 countries, traveling around the world twice to visit the places she
hadn’t lived, before coming to Winkleigh with her husband Ray when he retired
from the military.

Her life was full of remarkable experiences: she met Princess Anne and
Princess Margaret, visited 10 Downing Street, and even received a 60th
wedding anniversary card from the King and Queen. Whether known as
a wife, mother, grandma, friend, or “Claire the” Guider, Florist, or singer,
Claire was a force of nature. She was always impeccably presented, never
without her signature lipstick and eyeshadow, and was constantly involved
in various activities.

Claire was always a key member of so many of the activities in Winkleigh;
as a regular flower arranger at the church (where her displays were always
very flamboyant); as a stalwart member of the Winkleigh WI where she was
the President for many years; to singing in the Okehampton Choral Society,
helping out at the Winkleigh Fayre and so much more over many years. She
was also a talented gardener, with a special pride in her garden at Riddiford
House, where two family weddings were beautifully celebrated along with
numerous other gatherings and events.

As well as all of those activities, Claire’s love for guiding was a central theme
in her life, from her early days as a Sea Ranger in West Sussex to becoming
the first-ever County Commissioner for Benelux and France to taking over the
Brownies and Guides in the Winkleigh area when she arrived to make sure
that it continued on for another generation her passion and enthusiasm never
waned. Her campfire leadership and her badge-filled blanket were legendary in
the guiding community.

Her zest for life, her ability to connect with people, to get involved and help
others and her unwavering love for her family and friends made her truly
unforgettable. Claire lived a life full of adventure, love, and laughter—a life that
will be cherished and remembered by all who knew her.
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DISTINCTLY WINKLEIGH

PUBLICATION INFORMATION

The Winkleigh Society publishes Distinctly Winkleigh quarterly at the end of March,
June, September and early December. Copies are available free of charge to all homes
and businesses in the Parish (many hand delivered, others available from village shops).

Please email Articles to articles@distinctlywinkleigh.co.uk and Adverts to
adverts@distinctlywinkleigh.co.uk One-off posters for community ‘not-for-profit’
events are free of charge.

Please ensure that any images you submit are of the highest possible resolution and
that all articles and images are copyright-free. All articles submitted for publication
may be subject to editing, primarily for space or layout reasons.

Note also that it takes only 500 words to fill each (Ab) page without any images.

Please be aware that the views expressed in submitted material are not necessarily

shared or endorsed by the newsletter team or The Winkleigh Society. Furthermore

the Society does not accept any responsibility for the accuracy of any information,
goods or services advertised in adverts or articles.

ADVERTISEMENT COMMITTEE MEMBERS
RATES & SIZES

CHAIR Penny Griffiths
01837 83407
U e = VICE CHAIR Margaret Miller
i
62 x 92mm /128 x 44mm - £15 01837 83393
1/2 PAGE HON. TREASURER  Angela Findlay
128 x 92mm - £30 07455 365144
FULL PAGE HON. SECRETARY  Philip Griffiths
148 x 210mm (with 3mm bleed) - £60 01837 83407

Godfrey Rhodes Barbara Jenkins

Please supply your adverts as hires PDFs.
Discounts given for four consecutive Royston Naylor Adam Wonnacott

editions when paid in advance.

All residents of Winkleigh Parish EDITOR
are welcome to attend and vote at Peter Hopkinson — 07770 821752
Winkleigh Society General Meetings. PRINTERS
Further information about the Deltor Communications Ltd., Saltash
Society can be accessed at: D'STR'B‘,JT'ON MANAGER
. . . Barry Jenkins — 01837 682909
www.winkleighonline.com

Follow us [f§ Twspw
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